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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, during the roll 
call votes on Monday, November 14, 2016, I 
was absent due to the flight from my district of 
El Paso, Texas to Washington, DC being de-
layed. 

Had I been present, on roll call number 575, 
I would have voted Yea. 

On roll call number 576, I would have voted 
Yea. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
STUDY AND REGULATION OF 
MODERN AGRICULTURAL TECH-
NOLOGIES 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD the following: 

Whereas, a sustainable agricultural system 
is crucial to the continued production of food, 
feed, and fiber to meet both domestic and 
global demand; and 

Whereas, in the United States, the agri-
culture and food production industries employ 
precision farming equipment, crop protection 
chemistries, genetic engineering or enhance-
ment, agricultural nutrients, and other modern 
technologies; such advanced practices protect 
the safety of the public and reduce environ-
mental impact while expanding yields, improv-
ing profitability, and ensuring an abundant and 
affordable food supply; and 

Whereas, agricultural pests present signifi-
cant dangers to the industry and to global sup-
plies of the products they attack; accordingly, 
the environmental risks of forgoing advances 
in agricultural technologies that protect crops 
are severe; excessive regulation may scuttle 
or discourage the use of agricultural chemicals 
that could improve human welfare; and 

Whereas, crop protection is among the most 
studied and highly regulated of all industries, 
at both the state and federal levels; the use of 
sound science should be the bedrock of our 
nation’s regulatory scheme for the agriculture 
and food production industries, as these in-
dustries are critical to the economic vitality of 
Texas and the United States; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the State of 
Texas, 84th Legislature, hereby express sup-

port for the use of sound science to study and 
regulate such modern agricultural technologies 
as crop protection chemistries, genetically en-
gineered or enhanced traits, and nutrients; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate express opposi-
tion to legislative or regulatory action at any 
level that may result in unnecessary restric-
tions on the use of modern agricultural tech-
nologies; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
forward official copies of this resolution to the 
president of the United States, to the president 
of the Senate and the speaker of the House 
of Representatives of the United States Con-
gress, and to all the members of the Texas 
delegation to Congress with the request that 
this resolution be entered in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD as a memorial to the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 

f 

PRESIDENT-ELECT TRUMP’S AP-
POINTMENT OF STEPHEN 
BANNON AS CHIEF STRATEGIST 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 13, President-elect Donald Trump an-
nounced his intention to appoint Stephen 
Bannon, a Breitbart News executive, as chief 
strategist and senior counselor to the Presi-
dent. 

In response to this announcement, Richard 
Cohen—the president of the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, which tracks hate groups in the 
United States—issued the following statement 
about Mr. Bannon and his past work: 

‘‘Stephen Bannon, a man who led a media 
empire into becoming what a former Breitbart 
editor called ‘a cesspool for white supremacist 
mememakers,’ simply has no business in the 
White House. 

‘‘In July, Bannon boasted that Breitbart 
News was ‘the platform for the alt-right.’ The 
alt-right, as we know, is simply a rebranding of 
white nationalism and is the energy behind the 
avalanche of racist and anti-Semitic harass-
ment that plagued social media platforms for 
the entire presidential campaign. Once the 
news of Bannon’s appointment hit white su-
premacist websites last night, forums like 
Stormfront erupted in celebration. 

‘‘In his victory speech, Trump pledged to be 
the president for ‘all Americans’ and to ‘bind 
the wounds of division’ in our country. Ap-
pointing someone like Bannon, who will have 
the president-elect’s ear every single day, 
makes a mockery of that pledge.’’ 

IN TRIBUTE TO LEONOR ROSAS 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Leonor Rosas who retired in September, 
2016 from UMOS, Inc. Leonor is a public serv-
ant, nonprofit executive, mother, grandmother, 
friend and leader. 

Leonor Rosas has earned a Bachelor of 
Science Degree from the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee and has Graduate Certifi-
cates in both Nonprofit Management and Pub-
lic Administration. Ms. Rosas has over 36 
years of work experience in the both the pri-
vate and public sectors and retired from 
UMOS after serving 15 years in various man-
agement positions there. She has served as a 
high level manager in State, City and County 
governments and has worked with nonprofits 
and in the private sector, as well. While work-
ing for Wisconsin State Government, Leonor 
held many positions including Job Service Bu-
reau Director where she was responsible for 
the oversight of 72 Job Service locations 
throughout the state including managing staff 
and services and assisting the unemployed 
and underemployed in job searches and offer-
ing employment related workshops. 

I have had the great privilege of working 
with Leonor for over two decades, beginning 
while I served in the Wisconsin State Assem-
bly and extending to my years in Congress. In 
fact, I worked with her most recently in helping 
to establish the Milwaukee Brides Walk with 
the Latina Resource Center and on workforce 
readiness programs. Leonor has the unique 
ability to develop and lead personnel with ex-
tensive experience in employment and training 
and resource development and strategic plan-
ning. Leonor is a passionate critical thinker 
with a heart of gold and enjoys working with 
people from various ethnic and educational 
backgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Ms. 
Leonor Rosas and proud to call her friend. 
She is a true trailblazer for women and His-
panics. In fact, Ms. Rosas gains great satis-
faction in mentoring young Hispanic profes-
sionals insuring that all voices are heard in an 
equitable manner. I honor Leonor’s many ac-
complishments and life time commitment to 
the entire Milwaukee Community, the 4th Con-
gressional District and the State of Wisconsin. 
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